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The reasons for. Nixon's stalling - really an urgent need and his basic strategy 
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from the outset rather than a tactic - may not be immediate apparent* Most people prefer 
to get the daiagreeable over with* Why did he not, then? 

Two of the numerous reasons are easily understood* 

He was in the position not uncommon to criminal and civil defednantso He had to 
take a single step at a time and, while concentrating on each step, also looking ever 
ahead to the next step and the many after it* In or more usual litigation, both criminal 
and civil, it i3 standard practise where there is uncertainty over the eventual outcome 
for the defense to take advantage of every technicality provided by the law 0 There then 
ensues a series of separate judicial determinations of fact, in a succession that not 
uncommonly requires years to eshaust* If the defendant may hope to win in these maneuvers, 
when he does not it does not mean disaster* It means he proceeds to the next in a succession 
that in some cases the law allows to be almost without end 0 Meanwhile, witnesses disappear, 
files get lost, memory fails and other considerations and factors can come into play* 

In this succession of steps Nixon planned with care and considerable skill if 
without regard for ethics, morals or the Interests of the nation, his own predominating, 
one to which he had to look ahead was the November election* Sixteen of the third of the 
Senate tliat always stands for re-election each two years were members of his party. And 
each of these 16 had his own re-election to worry about as well as a party interest in 
Congressional and local candidates* It was not easy to stend firmly with Nixon and none 
did. It also was not easy to not disagree with him on some Watergate issue and those of 
his person acts and behavior and none agreed with him on all* Nixon was poison in 
November and successful politicians have no instinct for sefl-destruction* 

Once the election was past, as always happens, all politicians look to the next 
election. Here, particularly with that a presidential election, party interest, party 
responsibilities and party loyal tjres become natural and essential and thus influential 
is whatever can influence the next election* How the politicians vote on any issue is often 
controlled by tire relationship of that vote to the election* The same politician may 
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v£te one waV before election and exactly the opposite afterward. Party 
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leaders regularly rush or delay votes as they anticipate the influence upon the* by the 

election* Nixon's prospects for getting the 34 34 Senate votes needed to defeat the 
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impeachment effort was better after the election. Besides, as of the time he released 
his tapes steady erosion of his following made it pretty certain he then could not 
depend on this third vote in the Senate required for his survival o i his justified any 
risk he had to take* It in fact required risks, of which the twisted and limited transcripts 
were but one* 

In addition, all 435 member of the Mouse stand for re-election every national election* 
^his would almost certainly mean changes in that chamber and on its committees* It regularly 
forces the u ouae to do some backtracking. 

Were there no other reasons for Nixon to stall, these were more than enough* 

Some of his mtsHsxmaxmxi requests for delays, traditionally honed with a President, 
were soon proven unnecessary and were for as little as a single day* Ove the months, each 
of these - and some lasted for months — these accumulated, the accumulation not only 
delaying everything but helping him with each planned successive tactic* Each also 
brought “ovember and its elections that much closer. 



